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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed 02/14/2008. 

Claims 1-64 are currently pending. Claims 1, 33, and 49 are independent 
claims. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent 
basis for the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1 ) and MPEP 
§ 608.01 (o). Correction of the following is required: the recited "medium" 
in Claim 49 (see Line 2). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a 
patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 



Claims 33-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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Claim 33 recites a system, which is interpreted as a computer program. It fails 
to assert the program stored on an appropriate computer-readable storage 
medium so as to be structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium 
and permit the function of the descriptive material to be realized. Since a 
computer program is merely a set of instructions capable of being executed 
by a computer without a computer-readable storage medium needed to 
realize the computer program's functionality. Therefore, the recited "system" 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Dependent claims 34-48 are rejected for fully incorporating the deficiencies of 
their base claim. 



Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 
102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2)a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a)shall have the effects for the 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2)of such treaty in the English language; or "(Emphasis added.) 
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Claims 1-10, 12, 13, 19-21, 23, 24, 26, 27, 29, 31, 33-40, 42, 43, 49 -56, 
58, and 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Krantz(U.S. 2002/0178041, filed 10/1998). 

As to claim 1 : 

Krantz teaches a method for providing enterprise event marketing and 
management automation [see the Abstract; fflj 0025-0026; and Figs. 1-10] 
comprising the steps of: 

• providing a website (a party planning web site with related services) 
including online tools for event marketing and management (allows a 
party planner to visit the web site and create a party. . . The party 
planner can then visit the web site to see who is coming to the party, 
who is not, who has not yet responded, and related information.. . the 
party planner can make purchases of the items to buy, arrange for the 
rental of items, or otherwise benefit from the other content associated 
with the party. . .the party planner is more likely to make purchases or 
rentals from the web site or a third party web site associated with the 
web site) [see U U 0025-0026]; 



• allowing a user (allows a party planner) in communication with the website 
(visit the website/log into the website) to create (create) a plurality of event 
pages (invitations) describing an event (party) [see 0025 and 0037- 
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0042] and a registration page associated with the event utilizing the online 
tools (The "party invite" web page 158 permits the guests to RSVP by 
indicating that they will attend by selecting the option button 162 and 
indicating the number that will be attending from the drop down list box 
164. Similarly, the invited guests can select the option button 166 to 
indicate that the guests will not be able to attend. The guests may also 
enter a note in the text area 168 to provide a personalized note to the 
party planner. Once the guest has completed this information, the guest 
may select the "send RSVP" button 170 to send this RSVP information to 
the web site) [see 0051 and Fig. 9), each of the plurality of event pages 
being targeted to one of a plurality of particular groups (guest lists- the 
party planner can have a list including his/her family members and a list 
including his/her friends), each of the plurality of participant groups 
comprising one or more participants (guests), the event pages including a 
link (a link) to the registration page [see 0025 and 0050-0051]; 

• forwarding a first event page of the plurality of event pages to a first 
participant of a first particular group to a participant to enable the first 
participant to establish a first communication with the registration page 
utilizing the link; forwarding the registration page to the first participant to 
be completed and returned in response to the first communication 
(electronically sends invitations ... sends an e-mail to the invitee with a 
link to the invitation located on the party planning web site. The guest 
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can then follow the link to the party planning web site and is then 
prompted for RSVP information) [see ffl[ 0025 and 0051]; 

• forward a second event page of the plurality of event pages to a 
second participant of a second particular group to enable the 
second participant to establish a second communication with the 
registration page utilizing the link (electronically sends invitations ... 
sends an e-mail to the invitee with a link to the invitation located on 
the party planning web site. The guest can then follow the link to 
the party planning web site and is then prompted for RSVP 
information) [see 1ff[ 0025 and 0051], the first event page being 
different from the second event page (specify a note to guest in the 
input box 82 [see 1J0043]: by writing notes to guests, different 
invitations can be created), the first particular group being different 
from the second particular group (The party is created by entering 
the names and/or e-mail addresses of guests who are invited to the 
party [see ffl[ 0025]: by entering names of guest, different 
participant groups can be specified); 

• forwarding the registration page to the second participant to be 
completed and returned in response to the first communication 
(electronically sends invitations ... sends an e-mail to the invitee with a 
link to the invitation located on the party planning web site. The guest 
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can then follow the link to the party planning web site and is then 
prompted for RSVP information) [see ffll 0025 and 0051 ]; and 

• receiving the registration page and in response thereto 

communicating a confirmations the first and the second participants 
and communicating to the user the information received from the 
first and second participants (The party planner can then visit the 
web site to see who is coming to the party, who is not, who has not 
yet responded, and related information/ The use of the guest list 
also encourages the party planner to return to the party planning 
web site to receive an update as to the guest list and the RSVP's 
sent by guests. . . the party planner has incentive to return to the 
web site to add to the guest list, check the guest list, and otherwise 
manage the guest list) [see ffl[ 0025, 0051 , and 0053; see also, 
Figs. 10]. 

As to claim 2: 

Krantz teaches associating a fee with the event (the party planner can 
make purchases of the items to buy) [see H 0026]. 

As to claim 3: 

Krantz teaches the fee for the event is requested from the first and second 
participants in response to receiving the registration page [see If 0046]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/007,315 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2176 

As to claim 4: 

Krantz teaches querying the first and second participants for information 
associated with participant attendance to the event [see 0041 and 0050]. 



As to claim 5: 

Krantz teaches previously created event pages are utilized for creating at 
least one of new events and new registration pages [see 0046 and 
0050]. 



As to claim 6: 

Krantz teaches storing a contact file of the user [see If 0041]. 



As to claim 7: 

Krantz teaches the first and second participants are selected from the 
contact file [see fflf 0041 and 0050]. 



As to claim 8: 

Krantz teaches the stored file is imported from another source [see ffl] 
0041 and 0050]. 



As to claim 9: 

Krantz teaches exporting the contact file [see 0041 and 0050]. 
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As to claim 10: 

Krantz teaches generating participant parameters, wherein the first and 
second participants are forwarded the event page according to the participant 
parameters [see fflf 0025 and 0050]. 

As to claim 12: 

Krantz teaches a registration template is utilized to create the registration 
page [see fflf 0025 and 0051]. 

As to claim 13: 

Krantz teaches grouping a plurality of events under a single event [see 
0047-0049]. 

As to claim 19: 

Krantz teaches generating a report about the event for at least one of the 
user and the first and second participants [see Iffl 0025 and 0051 ; see 
also, Figs. 10]. 

As to claim 20: 

Krantz teaches the report includes information pertaining to, among other 
things, participant information [see 1ffl 0025 and 0051; see also, Figs. 10]. 
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As to claim 21: 

Krantz teaches the report is generated according to at least one of a 
schedule (see Fig. 9). 

As to claim 23: 

Krantz teaches providing the user with data for tracking expenses [see ^ 
0046]. 

As to claim 24: 

Krantz teaches grouping one or more events into event categories [see fflj 
0025 and 0051 ; see also, Figs. 10]. 

As to claim 26: 

Krantz teaches organizing participants into the plurality of participant 
groups [see 0025 and 0043]. 

As to claim 27: 

Krantz teaches assigning a first type to the first participant and a second 
type to the second participant [see Ifl] 0025 and 0043]. 

As to claim 29: 

Krantz teaches assigning a first login to the first participant and a second 
login to the second participant [see If 0051]. 
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As to claim 31: 

Krantz teaches receiving information related to a guest of the first or 
second participant on the registration page [see Iffl 0025 and 0051; see 
also, Figs. 10]. 

As to claims 33-40, 42, and 43: 

Refer to the rejection of claims 1-7, 10, 12, and 19 above, respectively. 
Claims 33-40, 42 and 43 are the same as claims 1-7, 10, 12, and 19, 
except claims 33-40, 42 and 43 are system claims and claims 1-7, 10, 12, 
and 19 are method claims. 

As to claims 49-56, 58, and 59: 

Refer to the rejection of claims 1-7, 10, 12, and 19, respectively. Claims 
49-56, 58, and 59 are the same as claims 1-7, 10, 12, and 19, except 
claims 49-56, 58, and 59 are computer program claims and claims 1-7, 10, 
12, and 19 are method claims. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 
owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention 
dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order 
for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) 
or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



a. Claims 14-18, 25, 28, 32, 44-48, and 60-64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Krantz in view of Shaer (US 
20020128934, filed 1 2/2001 , priority 12/2000). 



As to claim 14: 



The combination of Krantz with Shaer teaches the event has a maximum 



participant capacity associated therewith [see Shaer: If 0202 -> maximum 
number of guests]. 



It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine Krantz with Shaer because it 
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would have allowed the party planner to provide maximize convenience to 
the guests. 

As to claim 15: 

The combination of Krantz with Shaer teaches presenting the first and 
second participants with the option of being waitlisted where maximum 
capacity has been reached [see Shaer: If 0291]. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine Krantz with Shaer because it 
would have allowed the party planner to provide maximize convenience to 
the guests. 

As to claim 16: 

The combination of Krantz with Shaer teaches user receives a notification 
when a predetermined percentage of maximum participant capacity is 
reached [see Shaer: U 0384]. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine Krantz with Shaer because it 
would have allowed the party planner to provide maximize convenience to 
the guests. 
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As to claim 17: 

The combination of Krantz with Shaer teaches the user is allowed to 
modify the maximum participant capacity in response to the notification 
[see Shaer: If 0384]. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine Krantz with Shaer because it 
would have allowed the party planner to provide maximize convenience to 
the guests. 

As to claim 18: 

The combination of Krantz with Shaer teaches the confirmation includes a 
ticket for admission to the event [see Shaer: If 0046 -> admission fees]. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine Krantz with Shaer because it 
would have allowed the party planner to provide maximize convenience to 
the guests. 

As to claim 25: 

The combination of Krantz with Shaer teaches providing to the first and 
second participants travel information [see Shaer: ^ ^ 0302 and 0367 -> travel 
arrangements]. 
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As to claim 28: 

The combination of Krantz with Shaer teaches providing specified travel [see 
Shaer: fflf 0302 and 0367 travel arrangements]. 



As to claim 32: 

The combination of Krantz with Shaer teaches travel can be arranged 
utilizing an online booking system [see Shaer: fflf 0031-0302 -> the 
cybermediary's website ... travel arrangements]. 



As to claims 44-48: 

Refer to the rejection of claims 14-18 above, respectively, for rejections. 



As to claims 60-64: 

Refer to the rejection of claims 14-18, respectively, for rejections. 



b. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Krantz in view of Plantec (US 6826540, filed 12/1999). 

As to claim 30: 

The combination of Krantz with Plantec teaches forwarding a survey to the 
first and second participants [see Plantec: the Abstract -> automate the 
distribution of survey questions]. 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine Krantz with Yokell because it 
would have provided the capability for gathering information from 
consumers which will hold the consumers' interest and avoid distraction, 
which will minimize the time and expense of gathering the information and 
making it useful and which will maximize convenience to consumers. 

c. Claims 11, 22, 41, and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Krantz in view of Yokell et al. (US 6,507,870). 

As to claims 11, 41, and 57: 

The combination of Krantz with Yokell teaches associating a promotion code 
with the event in accordance with instructions from the user (see Yokell: 
Customer completes order form including optional promotion code) [see the 
discussion beginning at col. 6, line 30]. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine Krantz with Yokell because it would have 
provided an efficient mechanism for exposing the merchant's Web site to the 
public, by encouraging others (associates) to set up outgoing links to the 
merchant's site and allowed the task of marketing the merchant's products to 
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be efficiently distributed among entities that have established reputations and 
exposure within their respective fields. 



As to claim 22: 

The combination of Krantz with Yokell teaches at least one of an ad hoc 
report (ad hoc reports) and a canned report (canned reports) [see Yokell: 
col. 20, line 45]. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine Krantz with Yokell because it would have 
provided an efficient mechanism for exposing the merchant's Web site to the 
public, by encouraging others (associates) to set up outgoing links to the 
merchant's site and allowed the task of marketing the merchant's products to 
be efficiently distributed among entities that have established reputations and 
exposure within their respective fields. 



Response to Arguments 



6. Applicants' arguments filed 02/14/2008 have been fully considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) rejection. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record, listed on PTO 892 provided to Applicant is 
considered to have relevancy to the claimed invention. Applicant should 
review each identified reference carefully before responding to this office 
action to properly advance the case in light of the prior art. 

Contact information 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Maikhanh Nguyen whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-4093. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday - Friday from 9:00am - 5:30 pm. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Doug 
Hutton can be reached at (571) 272-4137. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
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available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

/M. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2176 

l(Doug Huttonl 
Doug Hutton 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



